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PRESIDENT BUSH VETOES WRDA ON
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 2—OVERRIDE VOTES IN HOUSE
AND SENATE SCHEDULED FOR NEXT WEEK

The overwhelming support in both houses of Congress for this bill,
The Water Resources Act of 2007 (H.B. 1495), should be adequate to
overcome a Presidential veto but it was hoped that this would not be
necessary. Water resource organizations across the nation had
written the President urging him to sign it including ORVA, NWC,
several State Delegations and the National Waterways Alliance.

While this legislation would only authorize bank stabilization in the
Ouachita Valley, funds will still need to be appropriated and justified
economically. Absent this work, the Ouachita River will continue to
erode its banks even to the toe of levees threatening their stability. It
is indeed unusual that a navigation project would not have included
bank stabilization which is normally the first action to be undertaken.

A WRDA Bill has historically been passed every two years but one
has not passed since 2000 creating a major backlog of water
resource projects that need approval before appropriations can be
considered.

THANKS AGAIN TO THOSE WHO HAVE WORKED SO DILIGENTLY ON THIS LEGISLATION FOR SEVEN YEARS!

FISCAL YEAR 2008 APPROPRIATION
The Ouachita-Black Operation and Maintenance Funding for the
fiscal year starting in October of this year is still in limbo—operating
on a Continuing Resolution (CR). President’s budget amount was
$9.8 million and that was adopted by the Senate Appropriation
Committee. But the Senate as a body has yet to act. House of
Representatives approved $15.265 million. The House number would
be adequate to fund continuation of the stoplog slot program but the
Senate number would not.

Hopefully, the Senate will approve an amount up to the House
number and permit the stoplog slot program that is 50% complete to
continue.
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