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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
VICKSBURG, MISSISSIPPI 39181-0080

REPLY TO September 30, 2011
ATTENTION OF:

PRESIDENT, MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION
CORPS OF ENGINEERS

P.O. BOX 80

VICKSBURG, MISSISSIPPI - 39181-0080

Executive Office

Mr. William B. Hobgood

Executive Director

Ouachita River Valley Association
3 Hayfield Road

Vicksburg, Mississippi 39183

Dear Mr. Hobgood:

Thank you for your statement on behalf of the Ouachita
River Valley Association before the Mississippi River Commission
during the public meeting held in Lake Providence, Louisiana, on
August 17, 2011.

The Commission shares your concern about future funding of
the Ouachita-Black Navigation project, and we acknowledge your
efforts to secure adequate funding. As funding becomes
available, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg District,
will prioritize dredging to the authorized navigation channel,
continue routine lock operationsg, and will continue to work
toward constructing stoplog slots at the Thatcher Lock.

The Corps will continue to investigate possible means to
address the bank stabilization issues within appropriate
authority and funding restrictions. Three of the four
rehabilitation sites along the Ouachita River which were funded
under Public Law 84-99 are complete. The fourth site was awarded
in July 2011. The Commission recognizes the importance of the
navigation system to the economy of the Ouachita River Basin and
appreciates your leadership.

The Commission understands your interest in the Little River
tributary being incorporated into the authorized Ouachita-Black
River system. Without authorization and funding, the Vicksburg
District cannot add Little River to their dredging schedule. The
Corps will respond to any Congressional requests to address the
addition of Little River to the currently authorized project.
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Concerning the Ouachita River Levees gravel surfacing, the
Vicksburg District will work with the Tensas Basin Levee District
in its ongoing efforts to maintain the Ouachita River Levees to
ensure the authorized level of protection is maintained. Ongoing
and future levee construction efforts will be coordinated with
the Levee District to ensure appropriate use of allocated funds
to maximize authorized risk reduction measures.

The Commission recognizes the importance of funding
operation and maintenance at the three Arkansas Lakes, and we
appreciate your hard work to acquire sufficient financial
support.

The Commission appreciates your support for funding of a
reconnaissance study for the Ouachita River Watershed.

As you know, we had historic flooding on the Mississippi
River and its tributaries this past spring and summer. The
Mississippi River and Tributaries (MR&T) flood control system
performed extremely well under tremendous and prolonged pressure
from this event, although critical repairs are necessary prior to
the spring floods. Estimates indicate that the MR&T project
prevented flooding of over 9 million acres and prevented damages
of $120 billion, preserving lives, communities, and industry from
the impacts of catastrophic flooding. The benefit cost ratio is
34 to 1. The Commission and the Corps of Engineers stand ready
to work with partners in system recovery efforts.

The Commission appreciates receiving your comments and looks
forward to hearing from you at our future public meetings.

Sincerely,

¢

ichael J. Walsh

fMajor General, U.S. Army
President, Mississippi
River Commission
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